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From universal prescriptions to local possibilities: A critical reframing of inclusive
education

Professor Nidhi Singal

This keynote re-centers the discourse on inclusive education by foregrounding the often-
overlooked innovations flourishing in Global Southern contexts. While contemporary
global policy on inclusive education frequently relies on universal, Western-centric
prescriptions, this address argues that genuine systemic transformation arises from
recognising and developing contextual, asset-based approaches.

Drawing on more than two decades of cross-national research, | contend that the failure
to account for profound local variations- in political economy, resource availability, and
socio-cultural context- has limited progress to superficial compliance with international
mandates. Yet this mismatch between global prescriptions and local realities is not a
deficit; it is an opportunity to build more effective, high-quality, and locally resonant
approaches to achieving inclusive education.

The presentation will propose a critical paradigm for rethinking inclusive education
drawing on three core pillars: (1) rights: reaffirming the legal and moral obligation to all
learners as the non-negotiable foundation for fundamental change; (2) contextual
resources: mobilizing and adapting local assets, particularly strengthened teacher
capacity and community-led solutions, to drive sustained reform; and (3) situated
research: engaging in collaborative and participatory research with diverse stakeholders
to generate locally authentic evidence and actionable knowledge.

This keynote calls on policymakers, researchers, and practitioners to rethink inclusion
not as an obligation but as a catalyst for systemic improvement for all learners, including
those with disabilities.



