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Rethinking Inclusive Education: Centring Marginalised Perspectives in Research.

Dr Leda Kamenopoulou

In this talk, | present research exploring the experiences of people with sensory and
complex needs living in Low- and Middle-Income Countries (LMICs), focusing on how
they navigate access to education, healthcare, and other essential systems. Drawing on
participatory research with deafblind people in LMICs, | highlight the barriers they face,
the strategies they use to navigate exclusion, and the forms of support - both present
and absent - that shape their opportunities for participation and success within their
specific contexts.

| emphasise that inclusive education researchers must engage meaningfully with
marginalised communities as co-creators of knowledge and advocates for their own
inclusion. This work invites us to critically reflect on dominant, Global North-centric
definitions of concepts such as education, (dis)ability, and inclusion, and to consider
more expansive, locally grounded understandings. Finally, | make the case for the use
of self-reflexivity as a critical methodological tool to examine how researchers’

own intersectional positionalities and assumptions shape the research process,
particularly across cultural and socio-economic boundaries.



